Exposicion “Blind Flowers"”, Galeria Anniart, Beijing.
China, 2008

Man and flower share the same madness

Shi Tao, poet and Chinese painter of the XVII century.

| have studied the relations between nature and

human nature to let me grow inside. Apparently, it
o e seems an obvious thing: we are part of nature. But this
link is rather unclear coming from my culture (judeo-
Christian) where man comes first and he is placed

detached and over nature.

| have stared to the plants (flowers, leaves, roots...) like

Manuel Vale

my equals. | stepped down humbly from the artificial

podium where my culture has placed me, far from

reality. A calm gaze to vegetal life -simple only in its
appereance- leads me to meditation on the human condition. Oriental art and its philosophy
have done that for centuries. Western not.

As part of this meditation, | present this eleven paintings on paper. | have called this exhibition
BLIND FLOWERS, because even eyeless, they can listen attentively not only to their own
throbbing but to the life beat of what surrounds them and even far off. They are not isolated; |
guess they feel it differently.

Botany has been painted in many conventional ways but always from outside. | want yo paint it
from inside, grasping its mystery as if was my own mirror.

Manuel Valencia. Beijing, April 2008
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